Chapter 1

Renmore
The history of golf in Galway is not easy to document and the earliest record of the game in the city is related in the
memoirs of Lt. Col. H.E Jourdain. He was the last Colonel of the ever famous Connaught Rangers and in his truly
monumental work "The Connaught Rangers - Clarum it venerable Nomen" (1572-1922) he states:
"Golf at this time is beginning to get a foothold in the West of Ireland and I made a nine hole course with a famous
young golfer of the 15th Regiment"
This is confirmed in a letter received by Commandant Kane, Renmore Barracks on 4th August 1962:
Dear Commandant Kane,
I beg to thank you for yours of the 2nd August and for your kind messages to me from the Military History Society. In
1895, I with another officer, made a short nine-hole Course at Renmore Barracks and then we asked one or two friends
from Galway to come and play. It took on so well, that they asked to layout a Course at Knocknacarra Hill, and I instructed
old Michael Hackett to make the greens with another man to help. This is where I won the first tournament of which you
made mention in your letter. Among those who joined the Club was old Sebastian Nolan, the brother of Col. Nolan M.P.
He was rather a bore, and found it hard to get anyone to play with him, so he bought the whole of Knocknacarra Hill and
turned us off. It was then that we began to make the Barna Links which are going so splendidly now.
The Cup I won was on Knocknacarra Hill, and I shall have much pleasure in sending it on to you, when I have a few
moments on long loan. I hope that you will be able to display it. You ask if the Lt. Jourdain on the Club Records of 1897
was me - yes, I was in Shambles Barracks in that year, and a very happy time I had there.
Yours sincerely,
H.F.N. Jourdain,
Colonel.
Commandant Kane added the following footnote to the above letter which he forwarded to the Club Captain in September
1962:
Dear Captain,
The above speaks for it self. I discussed the Cup and Ball which was referred to in Col. J's "Ranging Memories" with Sec.
and it was suggested that I would write. This is the result:
The old gent (he's 91+) apparently thinks the Barna course is still in being; I won't disillusion him.
John P. Keane.
The ordnance survey map of 1894 shows "Golf Links" situated on the
military grounds between the rifle range and Cromwell's fort. One may
assume that it was a private course used exclusively by military personnel
and their close personal friends. Henry Francis Newgate Jourdain was
born in 1872, fourth son of Rev.F. Jourdain. His mother was an O'Farrell
from Portumna. He served in the South African Boer War with the
Connaught Rangers and took part in the action at Spion Kop, Ladysmith
and Colenso. He returned to Galway in 1921. His book "Ranging
Memories" is the regimental history of the Connaught Rangers. As well as
his keen interest in golf he was also an enthusiastic hockey player and was
appointed Captain of the revived Galway Hockey Club in 1911. In 1963,
he was elected an honorary life member of the club. He died in 1966 at the
age of ninety four.

Lt. Col. H. F. N. Jourdain. Irish Life, 6th August 1915

GENTIAN HILL:
The correct name of this area is Blake's Hill, which consists of approximately 30acres and is situated in the townl and of
Knocknacarragh. Gentian Hill was a much smaller area further north. However, the whole area was referred to locally as
Gentian Hill.
In the Galway Vindicator of 1894 the following letter appears:
My dear Sir,
It is an astonishing thing that even the townspeople of Galway are of opinion that it is better to keep Galway back than in
any way further its interests and prosperity. I now allude to a Galway Golf Club which was attempted to be started at
Gentian Hill. Everyone knows or ought to know, that Portrush in the North has greatly improved if not been made, since
Golf was started there.
Notwithstanding knowing this the tenant of Gentian Hill has declined to allow play on his ground, that is to say he has
not absolutely declined, but has put on a prohibitive rent, which is nearly the same thing. While the question was being
discussed the same tenant allows over nine hundred people from Mullingar to use the hill for a picnic party doing more
damage in one hour than three years Golf could possibly do.
I only ask you to publish this to show the people what true "patriotism" is.
Yours,
J.A. Henley.
In the leading article of the same issue the editor concurred with the above:
"Captain Henley's letter must astonish most people who know Mr. Gallagher. The game of golf does not require the
exclusive use of the field as it can be used for grazing purposes as well as golf. Mr. Gallagher should be more liberal so as
to encourage the public amusement, golf being one of the most attractive of sports, one of our leading statesmen, Mr.
Balfour, being devoted to it. If a landlord asked the prohibited rent demanded from the Golf Club by Mr. Gallagher he
would be denounced. We would suggest to Mr. Gallagher to treat fairly and liberally with the Golf Club."
Captain Henley's propaganda - if one may call it that - had the desired effect as Mr. Gallagher leased the land at £15 p.a.
to Galway Golf Club. The Irish Golfers Annual published in 1896, shows "Galway Golf Club was founded in 1895 with:
Entrance Fee: £1.
Subscription: £1
Visitors:
5s per week.
Hon. Sec.:
EG. Jones,
Merrion Lodge,
Lwr. Salthill.
Greenkeeper: M. Hackett.
The Salt Hill (sic) tram brings the golfer to within a mile of the Galway Links, which are situate (sic) on a hill close to
the seashore. Though the soil is clayey the grass is short, and so is the course which is limited to seven holes covering some
1,600 yds. But the links are still young and no doubt will grow.
The "Sportmans Holiday Guide 1897" records:
"The Galway Golf Club which has been quite recently formed has its course, which is a nine-hole one, on Glentian (sic)
Hill, about a mile and a half from Galway. Glentian (sic) Hill is situated on the shore of Galway Bay, and the views are
very fine, comprising, as they do, the Clare Hills to the south, and the Islands of Aran, with their many historic associations
to the west. The distance round is about one mile, and the hazards consist of boulders and bushes. The Course has the
makings of a good one, and all that is now required is plenty of play. There is a nice pavilion on the ground. The annual
subscription is £11/-; and further particulars may be obtained from the Secretary George Good Esq., Bank of Ireland,
Galway.
Route: Rail to Galway (M.G.W.) from Broadstone Station. thence by car. Fares: Return: 39s 6d, 32s lOd, 19s 9d."
Undoubtedly, the prime motivator at Gentian Hill was Captain J.A. Henley. An article in the "Irish Golfer" records: "The
idea originated with Captain Henley a gentleman who, we may say, has done much for golf in the West of Ireland. He
called together a few likely young sportsmen, supplied them with a club and ball a piece, and told then to "blaze away" on
the ground which now forms Galway Links".

_'

'." ';'
.. >.'... . .
. . ,./:
:. .
,(:';,:::,;,1"/
/-',.

, -,'
\;:\
'r,:
, L"
N
; \'>:":;

a'_5

,1\

,'
:",...!JI_
_(
,'I_"\\":' :{It' , ninmort
or
. if! (1}:rcmbJrU'jS
offon
__e:_:__f::;

h

"""
_.' .
,-i ';, a- ,.., .:;;
t ':, n 'g i:_-I
",

_'

6

,
.,.
. ../'

Minutes of Meeting 24th October 1895:
The first meeting of the Club of which
records are available took place in Mack's
Hotel.
Chairman:
S.M. Nolan
Present:
P.J. Blake, J.P. Warren, P.J.
Murray, J. M. Meldon, J. Whiteside
(Secretary)
Minutes of previous meeting read and
confirmed.
Mr. Henley's letter of resignation having
been read was accepted; a vote of thanks to
Mr. Henley having been unanimously passed
for his exertions in connection with the Golf
Club.
Proposed by Mr. Warren and seconded by
Mr. P.J. Blake as follows: that a list of
members of the Golf Club be made out and
given to the Caretaker with instructions not to
allow anyone to play on the Links whose name
does not appear on said list except
accompanied by a member passed
unanimously.
Proposed by Mr.Meldon and seconded by
Mr. Nolan that the caretaker be given a book
in which, all players are to enter their names.
Proposed by Mr. Warren and seconded by
Mr. Nolan that a list of the rules should be sent
to each member, and that the names of
members up to date should be printed on the
rules. Proposed by Mr. Warren and seconded
by Mr. W. Blake that Mr. Good be appointed
Secretary. Passed.

The President suggested that monthly medals should be played for, and authorised the Greens Committee to purchase a
prize, as a gift from him to inaugurate same. Mr. Whiteside being proposed as first handicapper; Mr. Warren to handicap
him should he wish to play - passed.
Confirmed:
P.J. Blake
Chairman.
It is obvious from the minutes that at previous meetings of the club, rules had been compiled; members proposed and
accepted, a caretaker appointed and competitions inaugurated. In 1896 the membership totalled fifty one; comprised as
follows: 33 Ordinary members at £1, Country members at 10/ -; Temporary members at 2s 6d.
Miss Persse, The Croft, was elected an honorary member in June
1896. Soon afterwards Captain Henley rejoined the Club and
presented a Cup to be played for over 18 holes. He was also
requested to take charge of the management of the Hill which had
now been bought by Sebastian Nolan.
Rules and Regulations:
1 The name of the Club shall be the Galway Golf Club. The colours
of the Club shall be red coat with buff collar.
2. Constitution of the Club:
The Club shall consist of Ordinary, Country and Temporary
members.
3. Admission to the Club.
Candidates for membership shall be proposed and seconded by
Ordinary Members of the Club, and shall be balloted for at a General
or special General meeting of the Club.
Their names and addresses with the names of the proposers and
seconders shall be communicated to the Secretary, and shall be
posted up on the Notice Board in the Club House for at least one
week previous to the ballot up on the Notice Board in the Club
A prominent Galway Lady Golfer - Miss Helen Persse.

House for at least one week previous to the ballot.

up on the Notice Board in the Club House for at least one week previous to the ballot. The proposer and seconder of the
candidate
shall
be
liable
for
the
Entrance
Fee
and
f i r s t Honorary
'.
A n nTreasurer
ual
subscription
before ballot. One Black Bean in four to exclude:
Any candidate who shall be rejected cannot be balloted for again for six months. Candidates shall be allowed the use of the
links pending ballot.
4. Definition of Membership:
Ordinary Members shall be those resident within seven miles of the Links. Country. Members are those who reside
outside the seven miles radius. Temporary Members shall consist of Officers in the Navy or Army; or Royal Irish
Constabulary on Full pay, also Bank Official in Government Offices, Masters in the Grammar School and Students in the
Queen's College.
.
5. Entrance Fees and Annual Subscriptions.
Ordinary Members shall pay £1 Entrance Fee and £1 Annual Subscription. Country Members shall pay 10/- Annual
Subscription without Entrance fee, and shall be allowed to introduce visitors, but not to vote at meetings.
Temporary Members shall pay £1 Annual Subscription or 5/- a month, but shall not be permitted to vote at Meetings or
introduce strangers, otherwise they shall have all the privileges of the Club.

sh

Rules 6 to 9 inclusive deal with the Club Year, Annual General Meeting, Special Meetings and quorum at meetings
respectively.
10. Management of the Club.
The business of the Club shall be conducted by the President, Vice-President, Captain and a Committee of ten members,
together with the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer.
The Committee shall select from their numbers five members to form a Green Committee, whose duty it will be to see
after the Links and to do the Handicapping Business of the Club.
11. Strangers.
Strangers i.e. non residents in the County of Galway or who have not property therein, shall be admitted on the
introduction of a member free of payment for one fortnight in each The
six months
Committee have power at their
discretion to admit officers of the Navy or Army temporarily in Galway free of charge.
Rules 12-14 deal with visitors and visitors' book and Ladies.
15. Sons of Members from 14 to 18 years of age shall be allowed to use the Links free of charge. After the age of 18 they
may be admitted by ballot without Entrance Fee.
Rules 16 -18 deal with change of Rule, Club boxes and complaints.
Summary of Local Rules:
A ball played into the yard, swamp, quarry or within one foot of a wall must be dropped for a penalty of one stroke.
A ball lying in a hole (not a hazard) in such a position that a club laid across it in any direction does not touch it may be
lifted and dropped without penalty. Caddies must be engaged and paid for through the caddymaster, M. Hackett, who has
sole control of them. Caddies cannot be retained or engaged beforehand.
The Course.
The "Irish Golfer" of May 1900 describes the course as follows:
" The Galway Golf Club though it only sprang into existence during the past few years,
is nevertheless one of the most popular and thriving in the Emerald Isle. The course, which is easily reached by tram or car
from Galway, is a nine hole one, and charmingly situated on a promontory overlooking the sea at Salthill but so "cute" and
trappy that a good 36 is required for the round, and a sliced or careless drive lands one in difficulties where bad punishment
is the result, recovery being no easy task. The hazards consist chiefly of stone walls, gorse and "kopjes". The greens are
smooth, undulating and of infinite variety, while the turf is crisp and pleasant, drying quickly after rain. G. Fernie (brother
of the Troon "Pro") who has been employed for some time at Galway Links as "coach" holds the record of the green at 33.
The captain of the club ( Mr. Jack Meldon) holding the amateur record of 36.
Mr. S. Nolan so well known on the turf and yachting circles, is President, and spares neither trouble nor expense in
maintaining its prestige, with the happiest results ably seconded by an energetic committee, of which Captain Henley is - it
is generally conceded – the moving spirit; Mr. Lamphier being Hon. Sec and Michael Hackett greenkeeper and local "pro".
Visitors are allowed to play free for one week if introduced by a member and after that on payment of 2s 6d a day or 5s
per week.
There is first class sport in the immediate vicinity so that the golfer will find it a real U happy hunting ground" the
hospitality and the bon camaraderie of the club being simply unlimited while every comfort is to be had at Mack's Royal
Hotel".
Membership:
During its six years of existence the membership remained fairly constant - sixty five men and fifteen ladies. Members
were mostly Army Officers, Bank Official, Professors at Queen's College, members of the legal profession, masters of the
Grammar School and Government Officials. Country membership consisted mainly of "county" people - Capt. R. Smyth of
Masonbrook, Lady Ashtown of Woodlawn, Hon. R. Dillon, Ahascragh, P. Davy, Kilconnell, G. Kelly, Ballinderry House,
Ballinasloe, J.R. Roche, Ryehill, CH. Paulet, Rockfield House, Athenry, A ffrench, Monivea Castle, Mrs. William Daly,
Dunsandle and Mrs. Palmer, Glenloe.
Staff:
Michael Hackett, who lived close to the hill, was appointed caddymaster in April 1896 at a rate of 10/- per week. Two
years later the Committee was allowed to increase his wages by a sum not exceeding 2s 6d. He was given permission to
attend the tennis tournaments provided his brother took over his duties on the links. The committee warned him that he was
not to allow the neighbours into the kitchen or premises. On another occasion he received the following ambiguous
directive - to see that no member shall purchase a ball from a caddy or from any other person who has been lost on the Hill.
Handicaps:
Handicaps ranged between 10 and 40 for men. Indeed, 35 members had a handicap higher than 30. There seems to be

some discrepancy between the handicap listed in the minute book and those used by the players in competitions. The "Irish
Golfer" October 1899 gives the following results of a bogey competition for a prize presented by Galway Tramway Co.
CE. Hughes (7)
J. Meldon (scr)
Mixed Foursomes:

5 down
G. Binns (12)
7 down
P. Joyce (4)
Miss Knox and J. Meldon:
Miss Thompson and J. Henley:

7 down
9 down
48-8-40
51-3-48

The handicaps of the above in the minute book are as follows:
Hughes (21) Binns (30) Meldon (10) and Henley (18). The lower handicaps possibly indicate that the club had now
become affiliated to the G.U.I. and agreed to reduce handicaps as suggested in a circular from the Union. This was an effort
to regularize handicaps throughout the country as inter-club matches were becoming popular.

Galway Golf Club 1901. View on the third green
Competitions:
Competitions were played in the springtime during Easter and Whit weekends and later on in the year during the last
week of October. Very little golf, if any, was played during the summer. This is understandable as the grass was too
10ng.Furthermore, it would have been most uncomfortable to play in heavy clothes during the summer season and to take
off one's coat during play would certainly have been unethical. It is also evident from local newspapers that the majority of
members played cricket from May onwards. Cricket flourished at this time in the city and throughout the county. The
premier clubs were: Galway c.c. Grammar School, Queens College, Royal Galway Yacht Club, Renmore Garrison,
Oughterard, Headford and Athenry. The ladies enjoyed themselves playing hockey and rink skating.
In 1897 Captain J. Henley presented a cup to the Club which was won by AP. Jesson (374-33). Whether this is the same
cup which was won the following year by Col. Jourdain and is currently in the trophy case is not certain. The inscription on
the trophy states:
"First Cup Galway Golf Club
Acquired from Lt. Col. H.F.N. Jourdain (Oxford), Col. Jourdain founded golf in Galway
at Renmore Barracks in 1893, and shortly afterwards laid out a course at Gentian Hill where he won this trophy with the
ball, on display, on 13th April 1898. The then owner of the course (himself a golfer) turned the members off his lands
because, it is said, he was displeased with the interpretation of the Rules of the Committee. In those less democratic times
the club moved to Barna (1903) where golf was played by the members until the Salthill course was laid out in 1923".
Note the discrepancy between the date given above 1893 and that which appears in the letter to Commandent Kane.
During the early years practically all the prizes (£3, £2 & £1 for first, second and third) were donated by the President
Sebastian Nolan. Ladies participated in the same competition as the men as can be seen from the results of Mr. Sebastian

Nolan's President's Prize.
1st:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:

T. Kyne
G. Binns
Miss Knox
Miss H. Persse

87-14-73
97-18-79
121-39-82
101-18-83

The monthly medal competitions were divided into two divisions; those under 27 handicap being in the first division and
those over in the second. Additional prizes were played for by the winners in each division. The results of a competition
(April 1901) will illustrate the complicated system.
1st Division
Gross
8
Nett
B. Wade
99
18
81
B. Castley
90
8
82
D. Sandford
93
9
854|tie
G. Binns
94
10
84
2nd Division
Miss Campion
Miss V Henely
W. Seymour

114
118
115

8(35)
10(37)
8(35)

106|tie
106
107

In a play-off G. Binns beat D. Sandford by 2 strokes and Miss. V. Henely beat Miss Campion by 1. Finals for additional
prizes between the two divisions.
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

Miss V. Henely
Miss Campion
G. Binns

beat
beat
beat

B. Wade
R. Castley
W. Seymour

The "Irish Golfer" 1901 gives a very detailed account of the Autumn Open meeting: "The Autumn meeting of the Galway
G.C proved a most successful and interesting one, the attendance being large and representative, and the weather fine.
There was a good entry for the six competitions of the week and some very close finishes which testified to the excellence
of the handicapping. The course was in excellent condition, several improvements having recently been effected and the
greens reflected much credit on the care bestowed on them by Michael Hackett, the Club professional and greenkeeper.
The success of the meeting was undoubtedly due to the untiring exertions of Captain Henley, the genial and courteous
Captain of the club who devoted so much time and energy to that object, with the happiest results. The visitors were most
hospitably entertained with the usual "bon camaraderie" for which the club is noted.
The Captain's Cup was competed for on Monday. In the final Mr. Jack Meldon (the previous holder of the cup) defeated
Mr. P. Castley by 7 and 6. Mr. Meldon's victory was a most popular one as he is a universal favourite, being not only a fine
golfer and keen sportsman, but the very best of good fellows.
The beautiful silver Challenge Cup open to all Ireland was competed for on Tuesday and won by Mr. J.P. Warren who
defeated Mr. J. Redington in the final (36 holes).
Rev. C McDowell, Lahinch won the open medal while Mrs. McDowell won the Ladies Prize ( a beautiful silver card
case presented by the Tram Company).
The Club competition was won by J.W. Blake - 3 down. The "Mills" clubs were a good deal en evidence during the
meeting, several players who were testing them there for the first time expressing their gratification with the clubs,
specially the mid and baffy spoons.
Mr. Joseph O'Mara, with a distinguished party which included Mr. A Archdeacon, Mr. Brightwell, Miss. L. Courtenay
and Miss. E. Thornton with Miss Eveline Barry gave a splendid concert during the golf week, which was fashionably
attended. The famous Irish tenor, himself, who was in glorious voice, had an enthusiastic reception".

Joseph O'Mara, whose family pioneered the production of mild cured bacon and hams in Limerick made his name as one
of the world's outstanding operatic tenors. He made his Covent Garden debut in 1894 with Dame Nellie Melba.

Inter-Club Competitions:
The first inter-club match was held on St. Patrick's Day 1898. The following represented
Galway in the match against Ballinrobe:
WA Evanson (10), Major Summer, Pierce Joyce (18), J.w. Blake (26) Jack Meldon (10),
J.M. Meldon (20) Subs. J. Henley (18), A Jesson (23).
In the return match played in Galway the minutes state that the local team had to pay for their own lunches while
Ballinrobe were entertained at the expense of the club. On 20th December 1899, Mr. Plummer's (Lahinch) team visited
Galway and a well contested 18 holes resulted in a win for the local team by 11 holes. The day was perfect for golf and
Gentian Hill never looked better.
Mr. Flummers
AE. Browning
JS Masterson
TW. Martin
MD. Shaw
R. Plummer

0
2
0
0
0

Total:

2

Galway
J. Meldon
Capt. Henley
J.R. Roche
J.P Warren
A. Jesson

1
0
4
7
1
13

Matches in the 1890's were normally played out to the final hole with aggregate holes up deciding the winning team. In
1899 Galway and Athlone entered teams for the inaugural Junior Cup. J.M. Meldon was appointed by the G.UI. as the
Connacht delegate to manage the tournament. No account of this match is available but Athlone advanced to the final
against Portmarnock.
Accounts:
The accounts of the club were in the capable hands of Mr. PJ Murray, National Bank, EyreSquare.
In 1897 the Committee were given permission to purchase a lawn mower for a price not exceeding £2-15s. This was the
club's first major expense!
The first yearly balance sheet is from March 1899 to March 1900:

Expenditure
Balance at Audit:
Subscriptions

£ 4-5-8
£64-0-0
______
£68-5-8

Expenses

Cr.Bal

£64-10-11
£ 4- 5- 8
_______
£68- 5- 8

The major items of expenditure were Hackett's wages at 12/6 per week, Rent £15, Elvery's £1-13-9 and the Honorary
Secretary £4-19-6
During the formative years of the Club in Gentian Hill a credit balance was always shown even though it was less than
£1 on a few occasions.
End of an Era:
In the earlier years the landlord and President of the Club, Sebastian Nolan was most generous. He donated numerous
prizes; the members had the use of his home; he renovated the stables for the use of the caddymaster and members and he
spared no expense on the development of the course.
Soon after Captain Henley's death in 1903 ominous clouds began to appear on the horizon. The spring programme for
open week had to be submitted to Mr. Nolan for his approval. After the competitions the Committee received a letter from
him objecting to the composition of the foursomes and that he had not been consulted on this matter nor were his wishes
carried out. He instructed the Committee as follows: "that they must approve of partners but every attention paid to those
who decide to play together if their respective handicaps are above middle position".
In May he sent the Committee a notice to quit. The meeting which was called to discuss this ultimatum decided to send
Professor Sandford to interview the President who was playing on the links. He immediately withdrew the notice but
refused to grant a further lease. Jack Meldon also complained at the meeting that he was specially excluded from playing in
one of Mr. Nolan's private competitions for "personal motives".

Soon afterwards a special general meeting was called to consider the position of the club with reference to the action of
the landlord in placing bailiffs in charge of the Golf Club and refusing to allow members to play except as his guests.
Meldon and Redington were appointed to state a case and counsel's opinion was sought but his decision proved
unfavourable to the club.
The Galway Express January 30th 1904 reports:
"At a largely attended meeting of the members this week the Committee was appointed to look out for new grounds
suitable for the formation of a golf links. A fine tract of land lying between Blackrock and the present links has been visited
and it is understood that negotiations are now proceeding between the club and Col. O'Hara, the proprietor who has shown
himself most favourable disposed to the linkless golfers".
At the same meeting a list was opened for debentures of £1 each bearing interest at 4% The following took the amount
opposite.
J.W. Blake
S.P. Redington
T.J. Kyne
Robt. McDermott
J.P. Warren

-50
-10
-10
-5
-3

J. Meldon
T.w. Kenny
J.D. Browne
Robt Smyth
M.J. Tighe

-20
-10
-5
-5
-3

J. Redington
W.G. Seymour
10 T.N. Redington
W.N. Binns

-10
-10
-3
-3

In April another special general meeting was called to consider "the selection of links over which to play the Club
Challenge Cup". Incidentally, this is the same cup which is still being played for by the members. It was proposed that if
arrangements could be made the cup should be played for in Lahinch on Monday 30th May. In the meantime Mr. Nolan
offered his links but reserved the villa (clubhouse) for his own friends. It was agreed to play for the cup on Gentian Hill.
But the Vice- President Mr. W.H. Persse was dissatisfied and he ordered another special meeting to be called to rescind this
decision.
The Galway Express June 1904 reports "Golf is not dead in Galway; but it is tolerably somnolent. The club at a special
meeting rescinded a resolution to playoff the Challenge Cup on Gentian Hill; and it now appears that the Club itself is
defunct"
The following voted for the resolution to be rescinded:
Messrs. Murray, J. Redington, Dr. Peart, Seymour, Blake, Meldon, Kyne, S.P. Redington, and Dr. Sandys.
Against: Capt. Dundas (Club Capt), Commander Law, T. Redington, Capt. Waithman
(chairman of the meeting) and the Hon. Sec. The secretary then tendered his resignation.
The "Irish Field" stated: "Owing to being turned off the links, the Galway Golf Club - till they acquire a new course - are
(sic) like Mahommet's coffin. The club is being wound up and no further play will take place at the picturesquely situated
links at Gentian Hill to the general regret of all who ever played on the sporting little course".
Golf was still played on the course by Mr. Nolan and his friends until his death in 1907. He organised a major
competition called "The Arrowed" named after his famous steeplechaser. In order to entice members to play no entry fee
was charged and a free lunch was provided for all competitors. The last competition was held there on June 9th 1906.
In the "Golfing Annual" 1906-1907 the name of the club is changed to County Galway Golf Club. This is the last official
reference to the club at Gentian Hill.
The first President - Sebastian M. Nolan (17.3.1843 - 14.9.1907).
He was the son of John Nolan of Ballinderry and brother of Col. Nolan M.P. The family owned large estates in
Ballinderry, Portacarron, Kilmaine and Roundstone. Apart from the wealth he inherited he was also a keen business man
and was the largest employer of labour in Galway. He imported fertilisers, chiefly guano from Chile and built the large
stores close to the docks.
Too late in life to learn golf, he made up in enthusiasm what he lacked in style and play. He was passionately fond of the
exercise and he knew everything about it theoretica11y. At Gentian Hill he constructed and maintained a course which was
the scene of many competitions, for which he presented valuable prizes, executed remarkable feats of handicapping and
constructed rules which recognised not the authority of the R. A. committee.
On the links he was by no means an ideal partner and he could never playa losing game gracefully. But when you
reached the clubhouse and the bunkers and bad lies and execrable luck and other shocking things were all behind, the host
shone. There was once an unfortunate Scot who had played a round with him in a foursomes and being both off their game
they got badly beaten and straightaway villified each other. But when they reached the snug clubhouse and sat down to
their tea and muffins Mr. Nolan slipped upstairs and turned on the gramophone to "Annie Laurie" and it is an open question

whether the solace of that Scot or the beaming geniality of the host in paying the curious compliment was the prettier
picture. Such were his complex ways.
Another story is one about a duel that nearly took place between him and a gallant Colonel, which fortunately did not
come off, though one gentleman recommended a dozen golf balls each and a driver at ten yards distance as a good method
of settling their differences.
He was a thorough sportsman and for years kept a string of racehorses, amongst others, "The Arrowed" which won
several races. He was also Commodore of the Royal Galway Yacht Club.
On a wild and stormy day he left his home in Seamount to play golf. He died on Gentian Hill while playing a game with
his good friend Rev. Fr. Lally P.P. In his will he left his house at Seamount and the Magdalen Asylum to the sisters of
Mercy. The following inscription is written on the huge granite Celtic cross which stands over his grave in the New
Cemetery" He was during his life a kind and generous benefactor and by his last will he bequeathed the residence of his
estates as an endowment for the great charitable work of the Magdalen Asylum".

THE FIRST CAPTAIN - MR. JACK MELDON
(Extract from "The Irish Golfer")
Mr. Meldon though young in years, has nevertheless, for a long time been well known
by the sporting section of Irishmen and their name is legion. To cricketers the name of
Meldon is a household word for it was at that game that Jack first made his mark, and a
few years back, when in constant practice at Trinity we can truthfully say he was the finest
all round cricketer in Ireland. Since leaving college he has practised as a solicitor in
Galway and such sports as trout and salmon fishing, shooting and golf attracted his
attention.
The progress he made at golf entitled him to the respect and admiration of his fellow
duffers and this, we may say, has never been withdrawn for he still remains the strongest
player in the ranks of the Galway G.C Captain Henley who had seen a great deal of golf at
Prestwick took him in hand and got him, not without some trouble, to leave off his cricket
First Captain. Mr. J. M. Meldon methods and play the game as it should be played
"The Irish Golfer" 22 January 1902
He secured numerous prizes in Galway, Lahinch and Portmarnock including the Captain's Cup in Galway won outright
by virtue of three wins, Maxwell, Shaw, Matterson and Browning Cups in Lahinch and first position at an open Easter
meeting in Portmamock. He was the first Galway entrant in the South of Ireland Championship. He holds the record on the
Galway Links with 35.
He is also an expert billiard player as can be well imagined, when we say he on one occasion made a break of 148. In 1907
he won the Irish Billiard Championship.
He also plays tennis, squash, racquets and hockeyin fact over dry fly fishing he waxes enthusiastic. Mr. Meldon has a big
fund of anecdotes and sings a good Irish song so that indoor or outdoor he is an ideal comrade.
Captain J.A. Henley.
Joe, as he was affectionately known was the founder of Galway Golf Club. He gave up his military career some time
before he came to Galway. Originally, he joined the 82nd Regiment at Buttervant Co. Cork that Regiment being now
known as the 2nd Battalion of the Prince of Wales' Regiment. He was afterwards transferred to one of the West India
Regiments and served in the West Indies and at Sierra Leone on the West Coast of Africa.
He was a well known personality in Galway, everybody liked "Joe" - a perfect gentleman, an excellent sportsman, and
enthusiastic golfer, he was known everywhere and had troops of friends. A practically perpetual Captain of Galway G.C he
was mainly, indeed almost entirely responsible for the success of that institution. When he was elected Captain in 1901 he
was presented with a Tantalus and a purse of sovereigns in recognition of his valuable services since the formation of the
club. A Challenge Cup (The Club Cup) valued £10 to be called "Henley Cup" was also donated by the Committee. Joe's
office was undoubtedly the most popular place in the Club. It was his "den" and indeed the 19th hole, and through the mist
of foreign tobacco and the juice of the local grape many a full-bodied golfing tale was told.
Joe died in 1903 and without his guidance and diplomatic skills the management and affairs of the Club began to decline.

